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Wholesale Prices in October 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of commo- 
dities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials, classified according to stage 
of manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their appropriate 
commodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a lower one 
(e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged according to 
the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. 

Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 





1942 | 


1943 





Group 
Oct. | Nov. |! Dec. | Jan. 


Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June} July . | Sept. 





Cereals... oe ---| 187-2 | 187-9 | 188-5 | 188-6 
Meat, fish and eggs ove eo] 116-7 | 119-2 | 120-5 | 121-8 
Other food and tobacco +e] 167-38 | 170-9 | 171-8 | 172-1 


187-5 | 187-6 | 187-9 | 187-8} 185-0 | 181-5 39°3 | 169°4 | 169-7 
121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8] 121-7 | 121-6 21: 121-5 | 121-5 
173-1 | 173-4 | 176-5 | 179-3) 179-1 | 189-2 2: 183-8 | 179-3 





Total—-Food and tobacco ..-| 155-7 | 158-1 | 169-0 | 159-7 


159-8 | 160-0 | 161-2 | 162-2 161-3 | 164-0 | 158°2 | 158-8 | 157°3 





Coal ies - ---| 179-9 | 179-9 | 179-9 | 185-8 
Tron and steel ee sae «| 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 
Non-ferrous metals saa ---| 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 
Cotton... Pn wee «| 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 141-7 
Wool was “a ie ool, BES 174-2 | 174-3 | 174-3 
Other textiles... on .e-| 128-3 | 130-2 | 131-6 | 131-4 
Chemicals and oils “* eee] 141-5 | 142-0 | 142-1 | 142-7 
Miscellaneous... Bae eee] 3172-8 | 172-9 | 173-0 } 174-7 


185-8 | 185-8 | 185-8 | 185-8 185-8 | 185-8 5: 185-8 | 185°8 
182-7 | 182-7 | 182-3 | 182-8] 182-8 | 182-8 2- 182-8 | 182-8 
126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0] 126-0 | 126-0 z 126-0 | 126-0 
136-2 | 136-2 | 136-2 | 136-2] 136-2 | 136-2 y 136-2 | 136-2 
174-3 | 174-3 | 174-4 | 1744] 174:4| 174-4 : 180-6 | 182-4 
132-3 | 132-5 | 133-6 | 134-4] 135-1 | 133-5 2: 131-7 | 131-0 
142-7 | 142-8 | 144-0 |] 144-0] 145-8 | 1453 5: 150°4 | 150°6 
176-0 | 176-1 | 176-2 | 176-6) 176-7} 176-8 ; 1779 | 177°8 





Total—Industrial materiale 
and manufactures... ---| 161-7 | 161-9 | 162-0 | 163°0 


162-9 | 163-0 | 163-3 | 163-4] 163-7 | 163-5 ; 164°7 | 164-8 





Totat—aAll articles sae ---| 159°9 | 160-8 | 161-3 | 162-1 


162-1 | 162-2 | 162-8 | 163-3] 163-1 | 164-0 2° 162°9 | 162°5 





Industrial materials seared as > 
Basic materials ---| 169-0 | 169-4 | 169-9 | 171-5 
Intermediate products ove coe] 171-0 | 171-0 | 171-2 | 171-2 
Manufactured articles... aoa ---| 163-6 | 153-7 | 163-7 | 154-2 


172-1 | 172-2 | 172-6 | 173-5) 173-9 | 173-3 ; 175°2 | 1749 
170-8 | 170-9 | 170-9 | 170-7| 171-4 | 171-4 ; 171-9 | 172°3 
163-7 | 153-9 | 154-3 | 154-3) 164-3 | 154-2 ? 155°9 | 156-0 





























Building materiale eee coe | 147-5 | 147-6 | 147-7 | 147-9 

















147-9 148:0 | 149-5 150 0! 150-0 | 150°3 50° 150-4 | 150°2 














Wholesale prices in October, as measured by the Board of 
Trade index number, showed a decrease of 0:3 per cent. com- 
pared with September; this is only the fifth month since the 
outbreak of war in which a decline has been recorded. Food 
prices fell by 1 per cent., while those of industrial materials and 
manufactures showed no appreciable change. Since August 1939 
the aggregate increases have been: general index, 66 per cent. ; 
food prices, 74 per cent.; and industrial materials and manu- 
factures, 61 per cent. 

The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
and manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the 
stage of completion reached by the products concerned, showed 
a decrease of 0-2 per cent. for basic materials, an increase 
of 0-2 per cent. for intermediate products, and no appreciable 
change for manufactured articles. Increases in comparison with 
August 1939 were: basic materials, 85 per cent. ; intermediate 

products, 65 per cont. ; and manufactured articles, 434 per cent. 
Prices of building materials declined by 0-1 per cent. compared 
with September, the increase since the outbreak of war being 


_ per cent. 





Prick CHANGES IN CommopiITy Groups 

The table in the adjoining column shows the number of items 
included in each of the groups of commodities distinguished in 
compiling the index number, and the percentage changes in each 
group comparing: prices in October with those of a month 


Index Percentage change 
No.} No. compared with 

Group of 
items| Oct. | Sept. | Oct. Aug. 
1943 1943 1942 1939 








I. Cereals... 20 | 169:7 | +0°-2| — 9-4/1 + 102°1 
II, Meat, fish and eggs 20 | 121-5 . + 41 4: 
III. Other food and 
tobacco .--| 28] 1793 | — 2-5] + 69 





| 
3S 
me 


Total—Food and tobacco} 68 | 157-3 





IV. Coal -_ Pre 9] 185-8 
V. Iron and steel ...| 37] 182-8 
VI. Non-ferrous metals} 8 | 126-0 
VII. Cotton ... «| 10) 136-2 
VIII. Wool sie ool 2h} 1604 
IX. Other textiles... 9] 131-0 
X. Chemicals and oils} 15 | 150-6 
XI. Miscellaneous. ...| 33 | 177-8 


++ 


warmer *oe 


coon *t eee 
=woac 

Choa 
tt++t+tt+++] + 


l+1+ 
++++ | 





Total — Industrial 
materials and manu- 
factures 





Totrat—aAll articles 





Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials | 33) 174-9 
Intermediate products} 38 | 172°3 
Manufactured articles | 48 |- 156-0 








and a year earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. 




















Building materials ---| 16] 150-2 
* No appreciable change. 
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Food and Tobacco.—The decrease of 1 per cent. in this index 
was almost wholly due to a fall of 20 per cent. in the price of 
potatoes. The maximum controlled price of tomatoes rose 
from 9s. to 12s. 5d. per 12 Ibs. ori 18th October, but as there had 
been a price drop of 21 per cent. towards the end of September, 
the average for October was 4 per cent. lower than that for 
September. The only other movement of over 1 per cent. was 
for English malting barley, the price of which rose by nearly 
1} per cent. during the month. _ 

Industrial Materials and Manufactures.—There were again no 
price changes in Groups IV to VII. The “ Wool” group rose 
by 1-0 per cent., with rises in yarn prices ranging from slightly 
under 1 per cent. to rather over 4 per cent. ‘‘ Other textiles ” 
declined by 0-6 per cent. owing to an average fall in jute prices 
of 44 per cent., this being the fourth month in succession in 
which jute prices have fallen. The small increase for the 
“ Chemicals and oils” group was due entirely to a rise of nearly 
3 per cent. in the average price of fertilisers. 
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Percentage Changes.—The following table shows in 5 per cent- 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price averages 
for food and industrial materials :— 


OCTOBER COMPARED WITH SEPTEMBER 














Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. 
Increases Decreases Increases Decreases 
Under 5 7 7 5 3 
Total 7 10* 5 3 

















* Including 3 decreases of 20 per cent. for potatoes. 





Announcements 


Nore : Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 
Knitted Goods 


The Knitted Goods (No. 6) Directions, 1943 (S. R. & O. 
No. 1570, price 3d.) came into operation on 11th November 
1943 and revoke and replace the Knitted Goods (Manufacture 
and Supply) (No. 3), (No. 4) and (No. 5) Directions and the 
Utility Apparel (Made Up Knitted Goods) Directions. Persons 
on Part I of the Register or Manufacturers of Knitted Goods 
should read the new Directions in conjunction with their pro 
duction Directions. 

The principal alterations from the previous Directions are as 
follows :— 

(1) Unregistered persons may manufacture knitted goods of 
any description instead of being restricted to certain kinds of 
knitted goods. 

(2) The Board of Trade have issued Schedule “‘ D ” of Specifi- 
cations of Utility Knitted Goods, which takes the place of Pro- 
visional Schedule “ B,”’ Schedule “ C ” and List No. 1 of Amend- 
ments for all purposes except that those Schedules will still 
govern the prices of utility goods made to specifications which 
have been altered in, or omitted from, Schedule “ D.” 

(3) A person who makes up knitted goods which are intended 
to, but fail to, comply with a description of goods in Schedule “ D” 
may apply the utility mark to such goods, provided that the 
word “substandard” is also applied, and that the price does 
not exceed the “ half-coupon rate ” price. 

(4) The manufacture of knitted goods for export is now 
covered in manufacturers’ production directions. 

(5) The profit margins which manufacturers and makers-up 
may take on costs of production and sale of knitted goods are 
set out in the Second Schedule. Changes are that— 

(i) the 5 per cent. margin applicable to knitted cloth com- 
prising more than 15 per cent. of wool has been reduced to 
4} per cent. ; . 

(ii) the 6 per cent. margin applicable to infants’ and* girls’ 
apparel made-up from cloth of the specification number 596, 
597, 5974, 496 or 497, or to underwear made-up from cloth of 
the specification number 403, 406, 4064, 407 or 4074 manufac- 
tured by the garment manufacturer has been increased to 6} 
per cent. ; 

(iii) the 74 per cent. margin applicable to garments (other 
than women’s seamless stockings) knitted from yarn has been 
reduced to 6} per cent. ; 

(iv) the 6 per cent. margin for women’s and maids’ outer- 
wear made from cloth not knitted by the garment manufac- 
turer and from locknit has been reduced to 5 per cent. 


Utility Apparel 


The Board of Trade have issued the Utility Apparel (Men’s, 
Youths’ and Boys’ Outerwear) Directions, 1943 (S. R. & O. 
1943 No. 1444, price 4d.) under the Apparel and Textiles Order, 
1942 (see Board of Trade Journal, 30th May 1942, page 271) 
governing the manufacture of men’s, youths’ and boys’ outer- 
wear, and replacing Sections 1, 2 and 11 of Part I of the First 
Schedule of the Cloth (Making-up and Use) (No. 4) Directions, 
1942, as amended by the Cloth (Making-up and Use) (No. 18) 
Directions, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 1st August 1942, 
page 356, and 6th February 1943, page 51, respectively). The 
new Directions came into force on 11th November 1943. 

The principal changes are :— 

(1) The Schedule to the Directions specifies the garments 
which may be made up from some new wool, cotton and rayon 
cloths added since the previous Directions, as well as from those 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


existing cloths whose specification numbers now include a pre- 
fixed letter. Makers-up may not use utility cloth in the manu- 
facture of men’s youths’ and boys’ outerwear except in accord- 
ance with these Directions or with special Directions issued to 
them by the Board, nor may garments made from utility cloth 
otherwise than in accordance with such Directions be supplied 
under licence. 

(2) Prices have been adjusted to take account of increased 
costs. 

(3) Men’s lumber jackets, men’s shorts and men’s and boys’ 
blazers are added to the Schedule. It has, however, been neces- 
sary to restrict the use of certain fustian cloths (specification 
Nos. 3100, 3101, 3102, 3103, 3104 and 3105) to men’s and 
youths’ working trousers, breeches and pantaloons and to men’s 
waistcoats, owing to great pressure of occupational needs. 

(4) A greater range of cloths may be used for made to measure 
garments. 

(5) The provisions allowing modifications of the price in 
respect of outsize garments and various kinds of special gar- 
ments have been extended and cover, among other garments, 
boys’ knickers made with double seats, provided that they 
comply with minimum size specifications. In the case of a gar- 
ment made to measure for a man not less than 6 feet 3 inches in 
height, the retailer, when forwarding his customer’s measure- 
ments to the manufacturer with his order, should include the 
customer’s height. 

(6) A standard definition of sizes has been included for boys’ 
and youths’ garments. 

(7) Maximum charges for commission manufacturing and for 
alterations are laid down. 

(8) Provision is made for a 2} per cent. discount for settlement 
at “ 30 days.” 


General Hardware and Ironmongery 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 


The lists below have been issued for the guidance of traders 
and indicate the articles which, in the opinion of the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, are covered by the headings (except 
No. 8) in Part I of the Schedule to the Order (see Board of Trade 
Journal, 30th October 1948, page 410). It should be emphasised 
that these lists are not exhaustive and that many goods not 
mentioned in them may nevertheless be subject to the Order. 
Authoritative rulings as to the interpretation of the Order can 
only be given by the Courts. 

An asterisk against any article in the lists denotes that the 
manufacture of that article has been prohibited by an Order 
made by the Board of Trade. Such articles have been included 
in the list purely for the guidance of traders in order to assist 
them in ascertaining whether the stocks they hold include articles 
covered by the Order ; but attention is directed to the preceding 
paragraph. It is, however, probable that such stocks are very 
small and the fact that articles are included in these lists should 
not be taken as a suggestion that they are likely to be procurable. 
It should be noted that the manufacture of other articles not 
marked with an asterisk may also be prohibited. 


(1) Hollow-ware of metal of a kind used for domestic purposes : 
Bakepans ; baths (galvanised); boilers; bread bins and crocks; 
bread tins; buckets; bun tins; bungalow baths; *cake dishes; 
cake tins; candlesticks; *canisters; chambers; *coffee pots; 
*coffee percolators ; colanders; closet pails; *dish covers ; dixies ; 
dollytubs ; driptins ; *dredgers; dust bins; dust pans; *egg cups; 
egg pails; *egg poachers and steamers; *fish fryers; fish kettles; 
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*flan tins; flour bins; flour dredgers; flour scoops; flour crocks ; 
frying pans; garbage bins; girdles; glue pots; graters.(tinplate) ; 
greenhouse cans; grilling pans; handbowls; hods; *hot-water 
bottles of metal; *ice boxes; *jugs; kettles; lading cans; ladles ; 
lavatory brush holders; lids; *log boxes; meat pie tins; *meat 
covers; meat safes; Middlesbrough pans; milk cans; milk 
measures ; milk pails; miner’s bottles and food tins ; *mop buckets ; 
mugs; oil bottles; oil cans of the container type; oil measures ; 
oval pots; paint cans; *pastry trays; pattie pans; pie dishes; 
plates; *plate covers; porringers; preserving. pans (maslins) ; 
pudding basins ; ‘pudding tins (cylindrical) ; refuse bins; *roasting 
tins; rumford pots; round pots; *sandwich tins; sanitary bins ; 
saucepans ; *sifters; *sink baskets; *soap dishes; steam cookers ; 
steamers ; stewpans ; strainers (conical and babies’); *tea caddies ; 
teacans; *tea infusers; tea kitchens; teapots; *tea-strainers ; 
toilet cans; toilet pails; toilet tidies; trays; washups ; 
wash boilers; waterloos; watering cans. 


urns ; 


(2) Cutlery, spoons, forks and similar articles of a kind used for 
personal and domestic purposes :— 

*Asparagus eaters and tongs; bread knives; *butter 
canteens of cutlery ; carvers; cheese knives; *coffee spoons; *egg 
spoons; *eyebrow tweezers; *fish servers; *fish forks; forks 
(table and dessert); *grape scissors; knives (table and kitchen) ; 
knife sharpeners of metal; mincing knives; mixing spoons; oyster 
knives; *pastry servers; *paper knives; pen knives; pocket 
knives; *salad servers; scissors; sheath knives; *soup spoons ; 
spoons (table, dessert and tea) ; sugar tongs; *tea knives; *toasting 
forks; vegetable knives. 


knives ; 


(3) Brooms, mops and brushes of a kind used for domestic purposes :— 

Banister brushes; bath brushes; bed whisks; boot brushes; 
bottle brushes; broom heads; clothes brushes; cornice dusters ; 
dish brushes and mops ; distemper brushes ; do-all scrubs; feather 
dusters; floor polishers; floor mops; flue brushes; furniture 
brushes; gum brushes; hearth brushes; jamb brushes; jug 
brushes and mops; lamp mops; laundry brushes; lavatory 


brushes; oil brushes; paint scrubbers; pastry brushes; plate 
brushes; saucepan brushes; scratch brushes; scrubs; sink 
brushes ; .stove brushes; sweeps’ brushes; teapot brushes; wall 


brooms ; washdown brushes; wire suede brushes, 


(4) Washing and cleaning appliances and apparaius of a kind used for 
domestic purposes and component paris thereof and accessories 
therefor :— 

Carpet sweepers; knife-cleaning machines ; 
sweepers ; vacuum washers ; wringers. 


mangles ; vacuum 


Articles of ironmongery of a kind used for domestic purposes :— 

Anti-splash nozzles; ashfronts; ashpans; bath tidies; bath 
trays (metal); *bathroom cabinets (metal); *bathroom fittings ; 
beetle traps; *birdcages; blind fittings; *blowers; box irons: 
brackets ; carpet fasteners; carpet rods ; (wheel); ceiling 
chandelier chains; cinder sifters; cistern pulls; coal 
savers; coal tongs; coat hooks; *companion sets; cup hooks ; 
curtain hooks, pins, rods, rails; *dinner gongs; domes of silence ; 
doorbells ; door bolts; door stops; door knobs; *door knockers ; 
door numbers; *door plates; draining boards (metal); drawer 
knobs ; dresser hooks; ess hooks; false bottoms; fenders (metal) s 
finger plates; fireguards; firelighters (non-consumable); _ flat 
irons; flue backs; flue scrapers; {'y balloons and swatters; force 
cups; handbells; hearth plates; hearth stands; hinges; hooks : 
housemaids’ boxes (metal) ; independent grates and fittings ; ironing 
shoes ; letter boxes; *letter.racks; locks; metallic tubing ; mould- 
ing hooks ; mouse and rat traps; name plates; padlocks; picture 
hooks; *plate racks (metal); pokers; potmenders; pot scourers ; 
pulleys ; range coverlifters; sad irons; sad iron stands; scraper 
mats ; shopping indicators ; *soap shakers; spark guards; *sponge 
baskets; *splash backs; stair clips or rods; *toilet fixtures and 
fittings; trivets; *vegetable racks; weights; wire drain cleaners, 


castors 


hooks ; 


Articles of woodware, not being furniture, of a kind used for domestic 

purposes -— 

‘Acorns’’; airers; bath trays; bath tubs; bathroom fittings ; 
blackout laths; blind rollers; bread boards; butter prings and 
pats; broom handles; candlesticks; carpet beaters; chair seats ; 
chopping boards; cistern pulls; clothes horses; copper lids; 


curtain rods; dollies; draining boards; dowells; housemaids’ 
boxes; ironing boards; knife boxes; knife boards; meat safes ; 
medicine cupboards; pastry boards ; PERS 5 plate racks; rolling 


pins; *serviette rings; slatted mats; sleeve boards; .stepladders ; 
step stools; squeegees; table mats; trays; toilet fixtures and 
fittings ; turn buttons; vegetable pressers; vegetable racks; wash 
boards ; window wedges ; wooden spoons, 





(7) Garden furniture and ornaments :— 

Bird baths ; bird scarers ; camp stools; deck chairs; garden arm- 
chairs; garden figures; garden shelters; hammocks; picnic 
tables ; sundials, 


(9) Kitchen utensils. Appliances and apparatus of a kind used for 
domestic purposes, not included in items | to 8 (inclusive) of Part I 
of the Schedule to the Order :— 

*Apple corers; balances; basting spoons; *butter curlers ; 
*cake cooler; cake turners; can openers; cheese wires; coffee 
mills; cork screws; cream-making machines; egg beaters; egg 
slices; egg turners; egg timers; fish slices; frying baskets; ice 
cream freezers ; ice picks; *icing sets; measuring spoons; *nut 
crackers; mincing machines; palette knives ; parsley mincer ; 
*pastry cutters ; potato mashers; potato peelers (Lancashire type) ; 
potato chippers; scales; sieves; *skewers; spatulas; straining 
Spoons ; vegetable presser ; wire graters ; whisks, 
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Standing Timber 


As the result of successful experiments in which landowners, 
agents and timber merchants have co-operated since the beginn- 
ing of the year, a new scheme of pre-allocation of standing 
timber has been extended to all Divisions in England and Wales 
of the Home Timber Production Department of the Ministry of 
Supply. 

The aim is to bring standing timber into production as effi- 
ciently as possible by eliminating abortive negotiations and 
directing the timber to merchants best able to deal with it, 
having regard to their requirements, stocks, plant and proximity 
to the stands. 

Owners, agents and timber merchants are now required to 
obtain the approval of the Divisional Officer of the Home Timber 
Production Department before negotiations for the sale for 
felling of standing timber can commence. Previously, negotia- 
tions were allowed without reference to the Home Timber Pro- 
duction Department, and applications for licences to sell and 
fell were only made when such negotiations were almost com- 
pleted. 

The new system is no more than the strict enforcement of 
Article 1, of the Control of Growing Trees (No. 2) Order (see 
Board of Trade Journal 21st September 1939, page 436) which 
says :— 

No person shall sell or agree or offer to sell or invite an offer 
to buy any growing trees for felling except under the authority 
of a licence granted by the Minister of Supply or a special or 
general direction issued by the Minister of Supply. 

The procedure is as follows :— 

Before owners of standing timber enter into negotiations to 
sell, and before prospective purchasers measure, value, or offer 
a price for any standing timber (except hedgerow), it will be 
necessary for them to provide the appropriate Divisional Officer 


with the following information about the timber they respec- 
tively wish to sell or purchase :— 

(i) Name (if any) and exact location of wood, 

(ii) Parish and county in which situated, 

(iii) Estimated quantity and species (if known), 

(iv) Name and address of owner or agent. 

The Divisional Officer after consultation with the Trade 


Production Officer will, in the case of an application from a 
landowner to sell, inform the landowner with which merchant 
or merchants he may negotiate to sell the timber. In the case 
of an application from a timber merchant to purchase standing 
timber, the Divisional Officer will decide whether the timber. 
should be felled and whether the merchant making the applica- 
tion should negotiate the purchase. If the Divisional Officer 
decides that the timber should be felled he will notify the owner 
and will inform him of the merchant or merchants to whom it 
should be sold. In the absence of any objection from the owner 
within 15 days, the prospective purchaser or purchasers will be 
informed that they may negotiate the purchase. 

If an owner objects to selling he should inform the Divisional 
Officer in writing within 15 days of the notification referred to 
above. The grounds of objections should be stated, and objec- 
tions on the grounds (a) that a high percentage of the timber on 
the property has already been disposed of, (b) that the trees are 
essential shelter or necessary for agricultural purposes, (c) that 
the trees are of high botanical or silvicultural interest, (d) that 
the trees have a definitely amenity value and (e) that exception 
is taken to the particular purchaser or purchasers named, will 
receive careful attention. 

A licence to fell or sell will be required as heretofore in accord- 
ance with the Control of Growing Trees Order. It should be 
observed that permission to negotiate a purchase will not imply 
permission to the purchaser to enter on to an estate without 
prior consent of the owner. 


Supply of Rationed Goods to Merchant 
Seamen and Deep Sea Fishermen 


Under a General Licence issued by the Board of Trade on 
7th January 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 50), merchant seamen 
and deep sea fishermen who are not given clothing books can 
obtain certificates from Mercantile Marine Offices authorising 
the supply of specified rationed goods without the surrender of 
coupons. The Board of Trade have now issued a revised General 
Licence (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1423, price ld.) prescribing a 
definite form for these certificates, which formerly could be in 
any form. Certificates which are not in the new form will not 
be valid for retail purchases on, or after, 10th November 1943, 
and any seamen or fishermen who have such certificates in their 
possession should take them back to a Mercantile Marine Office 
to exchange them for certificates in the new form. Certificates 
which are not in the new form may not be paid into coupon 
banking accounts on, or after, 21st November 1943. Any trader 
who after that date may still have such certificates in his posses- 
sion should send them to the Chief Accountant, Board of Trade, 
New Oxford House, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1, with a 
letter explaining why he did not pay them into his account 
before 21st November 1943. 
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Metal Furniture Returns 


The Board of Trade have made an Order (S. R. & O. 1943 
No. 1513, price 1d.) requiring every person, who has been 
licensed by the Board to supply metal furniture manufactured 
by him, to complete a form of return MF/1 showing, inter alia, 
the value of metal furniture of his own manufacture supplied by 
him during the period Ist August 1942 to 3lst July 1943. A 
copy of the form MF/I1 is being sent to each manufacturer 
concerned, but any such manufacturer who has not received a 
copy by 15th November should apply for one to the Chief 
Accountant, Board of Trade (Miscellaneous Section), North Gate, 
Prince Albert Road, London, N.W.8. Application should not be 
made before that date. 


War Risks Insurance Act 1939 (Part II) 


COMMODITY INSURANCE SCHEME 

The Board of Trade have, with the approval of the Treasury, 
decided that in respect of the period beginning 3rd December 
1943, and ending 2nd March 1944, the rate of premium payable 
under any policy under the Commodity Insurance Scheme shall 
be at the rate of 5s. per cent. for three months (or Is. 8d. per 
cent. per month). The new rate is a reduction of one-third on 
the rate for the current period. Effect has been given to this 
decision by the War Risks (Commodity Insurance) (No. 4) 
Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1578, price 1d.). 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


There is no change to report in the statutory list “ A” pub- 
lished in Board of Trade Journal, 6th November 1943, page 417. 


Control of Iron and Steel 


The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Iron and 
Steel (No. 32) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1530, price 4d.), 
which came into force on 3rd November 1943. This Order 
revokes and remakes in consolidation form the Control of Iron 
and Steel (Nos. 15-20, 22, 23, 26, 28 and 31) Orders, 1941-3. 

The Order also includes the following new provisions :— 

(1) Extension of control to noibium and tantalum ores and all 
chemical compounds of molybdenum, tungsten or vanadium 
‘(exclusive of catalysts or pigments). 

(2) Permits stockholding merchants to prepare. material 
supplied against an authorisation under the distribution scheme 
to the extent covered by that authorisation. In other cases 
stockholders may perform simple operations such as cutting and 
holing. 

(3). Where a re-sale is made at the request of the Minister of 
Supply involving additional transport costs, he may authorise 
an addition to the maximum controlled price. 

(4) Permits the purchase without authority of up to two rolls, 
not exceeding £3 in value, of used wire netting in any calendar 
month. 

The Order also authorises a number of price changes. 


Control of Paper 


ORDER NO. 62 


The Minister of Supply has issued the Control of Paper (No. 62) 
Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1536, price 2d.), which came 
into force on 2nd November and reduces the maximum prices for 
esparto and esparto (straw) papers and cylinder dried coated 
papers as set out in Sections VIII and X of the First Schedule 
to the Control of Paper (No. 52) Order, 1942, as amended by the 
Control of Paper (No. 57) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade 
Journal, 24th October 1942, page 470, and 13th March 1943, 
page 99, respectively). The extra amount chargeable for lighter 
substances in the case of certain of these papers is increased. 


DIRECTION NO. 9 


The Minister of Supply has issued Direction No. 9 (S. R. & O. 
1943, No. 1575, price 1d.) under the Control of Paper (No. 48) 
Order, to replace Direction No. 8 (see Board of Trade Journal, 
6th November 1943, page 417) in which there was a defect. The 
new Direction, which came into force on 6th November, makes 
no change in the increased quantity of paper which may now 
be used in the production of news bulletins, magazines and 
periodicals. 


Control of Flax 


The Minister of Supply has made the.Control of Flax (No. 19) 
Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1534, price 1d.) which increases 
the charge for scutching flax from 5s. 3d. to 5s. 6d. per stone of 
scutched flax produced. The Order amends the scale of charges 
for scutching retted flax straw provided by the Control of Flax 
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(Nos. 11 and 15) Orders (see Board of Trade Journal, 21st Novem- 
ber 1940, page 317, and 24th August 1942, page 388, respec- 
tively). The charge for scutching tow remains unchanged at 
4s. 3d. per stone of scutched tow produced. As these increases 
will affect Northern Ireland only, inquiries should be addressed 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Stormont, Belfast. 


Control of Hand Tools 


Tool dealers established prior to August 1939 who wish to 
apply for registration as merchants for the distribution of 
Lease/Lend hand tools under the Control of Hand Tools (No. 1) 
Order, 1942 (S. R. & O. 1942 No. 600, price 1d.) should state the 
value of the hand tool stocks normally held in their trading 
premises, in addition to the information already requested. 
Applications should be made to the Director of Hand Tools 
(H.T.2A), Ministry of Supply, ‘‘ Woodthorne,” Wergs Road, 
Tettenhall, Staffs. 


HONORARY ADVISER TO THE DIRECTOR 


At the request of his firm the Minister of Supply has released 
Mr. Peter Boulton from his appointment as Honorary Adviser 
to the Director of Hand Tools on the Agricultural and Heavy 
Edge Tool Section. The Panel will continue under the Chairman- 
ship of the Director of Hand Tools. 


Control of Factory and Storage Premises 


Mr. J. K. Peppercorn, a Deputy Regional Controller in the 
London and §.E. Region, has been appointed Deputy Storage 
Controller in succession to Mr. Hardy Wigglesworth who was 
killed in a recent air raid. Mr. A. C. Timms, hitherto Deputy 
Regional Controller in the North-Midland Region, has been 
transferred to the London and §8.E. Region. 


Madagascar 


RESERVATION OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES 
FOR OFFICIAL PURCHASE BY 
ALLIED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
Coconut Charcoal 


The Delegation of the Committee of National Liberation in 
London has agreed with the Governments of the United King- 
dom, the United States of America and the Union of South 
Africa to withdraw coconut charcoal from Section B of the list of 
specified items reserved until further notice for official purchase 
by Allied Government Agencies. 

(2) Coconut charcoal will now be available for purchase through 
normal trade channels. Traders should, however, assure them- 
selves regarding export licences, the availability of shipping space 
and authorisations to import into the consuming countries, etc., 
before making definite commitments. 

(3) This announcement is being published in Madagascar, the 
United Kingdom, the United States of America, the Union of 
South Africa and elsewhere. : 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal, 
6th November 1943 (page 418), the following Orders, made by 
the Ministry of Food, have been published as S. R. &. O. 1943 :— 

No. 1525. Order, dated 28th October 1943, amending the 
Potatoes (1943 Crop) (Control and Prices) (No. 2) Order, 1943 
(price 2d.). 

No. 1526. The Carrots (1943 Crop) (Control and Prices) 
(No. 2) Order, 1943, dated 26th October 1943 (price 3d.). 

No. 1566. Directions, dated Ist November 1943, supplemen- 
tary to the Milk (Control of Supplies) Order, 1942, and the Milk 
(Control of Supplies) (Scotland) Order, 1942 (price 1d.). 

No. 1567. The Turkeys and Geese (Prohibition of Transport 
from Northern Ireland) Order, 1943, dated 1st November 1943 
(price Id.). 

No. 1568. The Root Vegetables (Maximum Prices) Order, 
1943, dated 2nd November 1948 (price 3d.). 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 6th November 1943 were wheat, 14s. 8d. ; barley, 27s. 8d. ; 
and oats, 15s. 1d. 


Postal Notices 


MAILS LOST BY ENEMY ACTION 
The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that the under- 
mentioned surface mails for the United Kingdom have been lost 
by enemy action :— 
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Letters and Printed Papers 
from :— 
United States of America 


Approximate dates of posting 


25th February-3rd March in New 
York, and _ correspondingly 
earlier elsewhere. 

Parcels from :— 

United States of America 25th February-5th March in New 

York, and correspondingly 

earlier elsewhere. 


CHRISTMAS AIRGRAPH FORM 


The General Post Office states that, owing to the heavy initial 
demand for the Christmas Airgraph form there is a temporary 
shortage at some offices. Further supplies are being obtained as 
quickly as possible and they will be available in advance of the 
latest dates of posting to be announced shortly. 


AIRGRAPHS AND AIR LETTERS FOR CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY TO H.M. FORCES ABROAD AND SUSPENSION 
OF THE E.F.M. SERVICE 
The Postmaster-General announces the following latest dates 
of posting for threepenny airgraphs and sixpenny air letters 
intended for Christmas delivery to members of the Forces 
abroad ;— 
3d. Airgraphs 6d. Air Letter 
Middle East Force, East 
Africa Force, Persia and 
Iraq Force, India, Ceylon, 
South Africa ci 22nd November 
Australia and New Zealand 22nd November 
West Africa Force No service 
British North African 
Force, Central Mediterranean 
Force, Canada, U.S.A. ... 29th November 29th November 
The same dates apply to 8d. airgraphs for civilian addresses in 
those countries to which a civilian airgraph service is available. 
E.F.M. telegrams will not be accepted in the United Kingdom 
from 6th December to 25th December inclusive. 
As the Postmaster-General explained in the House of Com- 
mons on 13th October, the Government has been reluctantly 
compelled to take this step because of the great increase of 
operational needs, and in the light of the experience of last 
Christmas when the great number of E.F.M. messages over- 
loaded the wireless and cable circuits and resulted in many of the 
Christmas messages being delivered a long time after Christmas. 
The Postmaster-General advises the public to use, for sending 
their Christmas greetings to men in the Forces abroad, the 
specially designed Christmas airgraph form, the introduction of 
which he announced a few days ago. 


22nd November 





22nd November 


British Standard Specifications 

NEW_ STANDARD FOR TEST SIEVES 
The British Standards Institution has recently 
revision of the B.S. 410 for Test Sieves. 
While no fundamental changes have been made in the British 
Standard series of meshes, particular attention has been paid in 
this revision to the question of the tolerances on the apertures, 
as a result of which modified tolerances on “‘ average”? and 
maximum apertures have been adopted which are more evenly 
graded throughout the series. Furthermore an additional 
tolerance has been introduced called the “intermediate 
tolerance ” and the maximum percentage of apertures that may 
exceed this intermediate dimension is specified. 
It had been appreciated that even these revised tolerances 
might permit of too great a variation in sieving results to meet 
some special requirements such as may exist in research and 
control work and the new specification includes a second series 
of sieves with more stringent tolerances designated “ Special 
Test Sieves.” This special series of sieves will not, however, be 
manufactured during the war. 
The possibility of replacing the medium mesh wire cloth 
sieves by perforated plate sieves has received attention, but up 
to the present it is has not been found possible to complete the 
tesearch work necessary to establish the required data, and in 
the present revision wire cloth has been retained for the medium 
‘ries. The manner of expressing tolerances on the apertures has, 
however, been brought into line with that now adopted for the 
fine mesh sieves. 
Perforated plate sieves of smaller apertures than were formerly 
standardised have been included in the coarse sieve series, and 
this series has also been extended to include a selected number of 
larger apertures. 
As formerly, the revised specification provides for sieves of 
5,12, and 18 inches diameter, and in addition particulars are 
ww given of 3-inch diameter sieves as used for wet sieving. 
An important feature of the revised specification is the com- 
ttehensive appendix relating to the method of examining the 
‘perture widths and wire diameters of fine and medium mesh 
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test sieves. This appendix which has been prepared in consulta- 
tion with the National Physical Laboratory, indicates the type 
of projection apparatus required and describes in detail the 
manner of carrying out the measurements and the number of 
apertures which have to be measured to determine whether 
sieves conform to the requirements of the specification. 

In a further appendix to the specification particulars are 
given for general information of other sieve series in common 
use. 

Copies cf this specification B.S. 410 may be obtained from 
Publications Department, British Standards Institution, 28 
Victoria Street, London, 8S.W.1. Price 2s. post free. 

FLEXIBLE STEEL WIRE ROPES 

BALLOON CABLES 

The British Standards Institution has just issued an addendum 
slip to the above specification. 

The addendum slip provides for an additional size of flexible 
cable which has a minimum breaking load of 1 ton. The dia- 
meter of the rope is approximately +155 inches and its weight 
38 lb. per 1,000 feet. 

Copies of the addendum reference number P.D. 159 may be 
obtained on application to the British Standards Institution, 
28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


FOR KITE 





bi e 
Customs Regulations 
© a) 
and Tariff Changes 
Argentina 
WRAPPING OF IMPORTED GOODS 
H.M. Ambassador at Buenos Aires has reported, by telegraph, 
that according to a decree dated 13th October, the customs 
surcharge is temporarily reduced from 10 to 5 per cent. in the 


case of textiles and made-up goods and haberdashery goods 
consisting mainly of textile materials when these goods are 


imported without inner paper wrapping. When goods are im- 
ported in this condition it must, however, be stated in the 


Customs declaration. 
The surcharge on hardware consisting mainly of iron and 
steel is suppressed. 


British Honduras 
SURTAX ON ‘TOBACCO 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Resolution 
passed by the Legislative Council on 27th July, which provides 
for the following increased surtax on tobacco :— 


| Surtax 
| increased to 





101. Tobacco : | 
(1) Unmanufactured— 
(b) leaf, other kinds per lb. | 40 cents (Preferential) 
50 cents (General) 

(2) Manufactured— 
(a) Cigars and cigarillos ti 
(b) Cigarettes including weight of 
the paper covering per lb. 


* 100 per cent. 


| 
| 
. 
$1 (Preferential and 
General) 
(c) Snuff... oe ox ssl 
(d) Other manufactured tobacco | 
per lb. | 


* 50 per cent. 
$1 (Preferential and 
General) 


* Of the existing duty. 


Trinidad 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 11th October 1941 (pages 227-9) and 
subsequent amending notices, the T'rinidad Gazette Extraordinary, 
10th July, contains a copy of a notice which provides for the 
amendment of item 550 shown in the list of goods the importation 
of which into Trinidad is prohibited from all sources. The item 
now reads as follows :— 

550. Boxes of cardboard including folding boxes, except those 
used for packing of produce and druggists’ pill and ointment 
boxes. 
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Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 
SUSPENSION OF DUTY ON CERTAIN FOODSTUFFS 


With reference to the notices under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal 18th September, page 347, and 9th Octo- 
ber, page 386, the supplement to the “‘ Tanganyika Territory 
Gazette” of 16th July, contains a copy of Government Notice 
No. 225, dated 7th July, which provides for the addition of red 
palm oil to the list of foodstuffs in respect of which Customs 
duties have been suspended. 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
TONNAGE TAX 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Tonnage Tax 
Ordinance 1943, operative from 15th May 1943, which imposes 
the following duties on articles imported into the Turks and 
Caicos Islands for use in the Dependency. The Ordinance re- 
mains in force until 31st March 1944. 


ScHEDULE I 


RATES OF DUTY 





s. a. 
1. Barbed wire and fencing wire per cwt. or part thereof] 1 0 
2. Cement— 
(a) in packages not exceeding 100 Ib. gross weight 
per package | 0 3 
(b) in packages exceeding 100 lb. gross weight 
per 100 lb. or part thereof | 0 3 


3. Flour, cornmeal, hominy and corn-grits per cwt. or 
part thereof | 0 6 

4. Corn, bran and oats per cwt. or part thereof| 0 6 
5. Gasoline in containers of 50 gallons, or less 
per container | 1 0 

per 1,000 ft. superficial measurement, 
or part thereof | 2 0 


3. Lumber 


— 





7. Paint per cwt or part thereof | 0 6 
8. Rice - — per cwt. or part thereof |.0 6 
9. Shingles of any kind per 250 or part thereof | 0 6 
10. Every other package or article of a kind not specifically 
referred to in this Schedule :— 
(1) not exceeding $ cwt. ose on 1/09 6 
(2) exceeding } cwt. but not exceeding 1 cwt. |1 0 
(3) exceeding 1 ecwt. but not exceeding 4 cwt. 2 0 
(4) exceeding 4 cwt. on the first 4 cwt. | 2 0 
and on every additional cwt. or part thereof 0 6 





ScuEDvue II 


EXEMPTIONS FROM TONNAGE TAX 


Animals* and poultry, living; milk; cutlasses, 
shovels, forks and other agricultural implements ; fertilizers ; 
kerosene oil; materials and appliances for the treatment and 
control of plant diseases; fresh fruit and fresh vegetables ; 
beans and peas (not preserved in tin or glass); syrup and 
molasses ; anchors and chains ; boats of alt kinds, oars and boats’ 
spars ; articles imported by or on behalf of the Government of the 
Dependency, or by or on behalf of the Imperial or any Dominion 
or Colonial Government, or by Cable and Wireless (West Indies) 
Ltd., in connection with the renewal, repair, extension, main- 
tenance or operation of any telegraphic, wireless telegraphic, 
telephonic or wireless telephonic system of communication. 

Note.—The weight of any article referred to in the First 
Schedule to the Ordinance shall be the gross weight thereof, 
inclusive of any container. 

A drawback of any tax proved to have been paid under the 
Ordinance shall be granted in each case where drawback of 
Customs Import Duty is permissible under the provisions of the 
Customs Ordinance, 1899, or of any drawback regulations made 
thereunder. 


spades, 





Trade and Industry 


Argentina 


GRAIN AND LINSEED CROPS, 1943-44 

The first official estimate of the area sown with fine cereals and 
linseed in Argentina for the 1943-44 crop-year was recently 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and gave a total of 
13,771,000 hectares, which compares with the final estimate last 
season of 13,627,000 hectares. The detailed estimates for the 
various products are as follows: wheat, 6,786,000 hectares as 
compared with 6,871,000 hectares in 1942-43 ; linseed, 2,426,000 
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oats, 2,057,000 hectares (1,925,000) ; 


hectares (2,473,000) ; 
rye, 1,760,000 hectares 


barley, 692,000 hectares (575,000) ; 


( 1,737,000) ; and birdseed, 50,400 hectares (46,500). 


Brazil 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE 


Brazil’s favourable balance of trade for the first six months of 
1943 is returned by the Federal Council of Foreign Trade at 
Cr. $1,317,920,000. No corresponding figure was made public 
for the like period of 1942, but in the first half of 1941 the trade 
balance was favourable to the extent of Cr. $721,669,000. The 
balance for the 1943 period was spread mainly as follows: the 
United States, Cr. $802,914,000 ; South Africa, Cr. $419,187,000 ; 
Great Britain, Cr. $178,688,000 ; other European countries, 
Cr. $93,915,000. The trade balance with Argentina showed a 
deficit of Cr. $101,550,000. 

About 44 per cent. of the total value of Brazil’s imports from 
overseas during the first half of 1943 was made up of the follow- 
ing: wheat grain, 13-6 per cent.; fuel and diesel oils, 6 per 
cent. ; machinery, tools and utensils, 6 per cent.; petrol, 5 per 
cent.; coal and coke, 4:2 per cent.; generators, motors and 
electric machinery, 3:1 per cent.; sundry vehicles, including 
railway rolling stock, 3 per cent.; and paper, 2-9 per cent. 

Statistics show that the value of exports of coffee during the 
first six months of 1943 represented 32 per cent. of total exports 
whereas, notwithstanding increased prices, the ratio in 1942 was 
26-2 per cent., this having been the lowest percentage recorded 
for a number of years. The higher ratio pf 32 per cent. for the 
first half of 1943 exceeds the combined average for the years 
1942 and 1941 (30 per cent.) and equals that of 1940 (32-5 per 
cent.). The various ratios of other commodities which, with 
coffee, together made up 80 per cent. of Brazil’s total exports by 
value during the first half of 1943, were as follows: cotton 
textile, 15-8 per cent. ; cocoa, 4-6; rock crystal, 3-9 ; hides and 
skins, 3°8; carnauba wax, 3°7; timber, 3-1; rubber, 2-9; 
tyres and inner tubes, 2-7; castor-seed, 2-5; diamonds, 2°5; and 
canned meats, 2:3 per cent. Exports of raw cotton, which 
formerly usually occupied second place to coffee, contracted con- 
siderably to only 2-1 per cent. of total exports by value. 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 

The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 16th October. Crops are unchanged. 

United Provinces, 16th October. Crop prospects are satis- 
factory. 3 

Sind, 26th October. The first cotton picking is being com- 
pleted. The harvesting of paddy has commenced. 

Bombay, 30th October. Crops are improving. 
khariff crops are progressing. 

Orissa, 25th October. The harvesting of jute and paddy is 
progressing. Crops are thriving. 

Punjab, 25th October. Crops are unchanged. 

Central Provinces, 22nd October. Some damage has been 
done to cotton and paddy. The khariff crop is in good condition. 

Assam, Ist November. The preparation of land for rabi is 
going on. 

3engal, 27th October. 


Rabi and 


Crops are satisfactory. 


RICE CROP (FIRST ESTIMATE) 
The first All-India estimate of the areas covered by the 1943-44 
rice crop is 71,774,000 acres. Last year’s corresponding revised 
estimate shows an increase of 6 per cent. The condition of the 
crop is good. 
SUGARCANE CROP (SECOND ESTIMATE) 

The second All-India estimate of the area under sugarcane is 
3,938,000 acres. The corresponding revised estimate for last 
year was 3,676,000 acres. This year’s figure shows an increase of 
7 per cent. on last year’s. The condition of the crop is good on 
the whole. 

SESAMUM CROP (SECOND ESTIMATE) 

The second All-India estimate of the area covered by the 
1943-44 sesamum crop is 2,774,000 acres, an increase of 1 per 
cent. on last year’s corresponding estimate of 2,745,000 acres. 
The condition of the crop is fairly good on the whole. 

ys 


TRADE IN FISCAL YEAR 194243 
The total value of India’s foreign trade during the 1942-43 
fiscal year was Rs.3,050,015,819. Excluding the value of re- 
exports, the net total value was Rs.2,980,493,566. This figure 
is considerably less than the corresponding value for 1941-42 


of Rs.4,108,470,011, which was the highest total recorded since 


1929-30; it is also slightly below the 1940-41 figure of 
Rs.3,438,682,655. 
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Import values declined from  Rs.1,732,701,339 to 
Rs.1,104,482,618, while exports of Indian merchandise fell off 
from Rs.2,375,768,672 to Rs.1,876,010,948. 

The unusually large favourable trade balance of 
Rs.643,067,333 established during 1941-42 gave way to an 
even higher figure during the past year when exports exceeded 
imports by no less than Rs.771,528,330. This is the highest 
figure recorded for many years past. 


DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE 


The trade of India during the Fiscal Years 1942-43 and 
1941—42 was chiefly distributed as under :— 


























Imports Exports 
Country ; 
1942—43 | 1941-42 | 1942-43 | 1941-42 
Rs. |000 Rs. |000 
United Kingdom 295,343 | 365,872 | 573,426 | 768,498 
United States 190,008 | 346,108 | 277,934 | 465,914 
Iran 178,087 | 60,390} 42,570 | 13,395 
Egypt 81,179 | 46,941 — — 
Canada 55,354 | 67,294 37,800] 64,715 
Ceylon 43,763 | 34,088 | 144,548 | 97,618 
Bahrein Islands 40,198 | 33,752 — —_ 
Kenya 38,735 | 67,931 — — 
Australia... ae és 33,425 | 49,506 | 161,270 | 123,179 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan... 30,955 | 36,777 — -_— 
South Africa — — 104,938 | 58,849 
Iraq “ss ee oe — — 79,345 | 32,527 
Arabia... ae on — — 42,165 | 21,583 
Aden tas ioe ie — — | 41,247 | ' 29,663 
Canada 


TRENDS OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 


Further expansion of the coal output is reported, although 
the results of recent Government action designed to increase 
the numbers of miners employed have not yet been fully demon- 
strated. Production for the first seven months of the current 
year is 6 per cent. below the corresponding output last year. 
The production of pig iron and steel ingots in the same period 
shows a similar reduction from levels recorded a year earlier. 
A comparable trend in the output of cotton textiles is reported. 
The recession in each case is attributed chiefly to labour shortage. 
Newsprint production in the Dominion during August amoun- 
ted to 259,612 tons, showing a slight decline, after three succes- 
sive increases in the monthly figure, according to the Newsprint- 
Service Bureau. In eight months this year the total output was 
8-7 per cent. less than the corresponding amount in 1942; and a 
more critical shortage next year apparently is threatened as a 
result of the currently indicated drop in the cut of pulp wood. 
A recently appointed Committee, representing Canada, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, is to study the pulp and 
paper industries of these countries. This year, it is estimated, 
Canada will retain for domestic use a sixth of the local products ; 
three-fourths of the output will help supply the United States 
and the rest will be sent principally to other British countries. 
The midsummer fall in hog marketings this year was smaller 
than the usual seasonal decline. Supplies of record proportions 
will be sold this fall, it is expected, and increased numbers of 
hogs for marketing next year are indicated. Stimulated by 
drought conditions in short-grass regions, cattle marketing has 
been accelerated. A change from butter to cheese production 
occurred in 1942, but an opposite trend is shown this year. 
Apparently adequate reserves of butter are being accumulated 
for winter use. A substantial increase in egg production is noted. 
Current crop reports further emphasise prospective reduced 
harvests. The first official estimate indicates a wheat output 
of 296,259,000 bushels, the smallest crop since 1937 and equal 
to just half the production in 1942. Estimated yields of 
coarse grains also fall below the 1942 harvests, despite the further 
expansion of acreage. Storage space in the principal grain 
regions, however, is said to be more seriously deficient-than a 
year ago. Unprecedented quantities of old grain remain on 
prairie farms and country elevators are almost full. The con- 
gestion apparently is due chiefly to the insufficiency of cars and 
labour for moving the supplies eastward. 


Cuba 
RECENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


According to the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 
the conclusion of negotiations for the sale of the 1944 Cuban 
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sugar to the United States was announced on 22nd September 
last. A minimum of 4 million short tons, the largest of three 
successive crop sales thus contracted, is to be deliverable. The 
price 2-65 cents a pound is unchanged. Increasingly optimistic 
sentiment in Cuban business circles has marked the progress of 
the prolonged negotiations. A general expectation that the next 
sugar crop will be larger than the production this year was 
repeatedly evident. 

Although stocks of rice and beans remained comparatively low 
the scarcity of beef was alleviated in midsummer ; and supplies 
of most other essential commodities were apparently satisfactory. 

A Government decree has fixed maximum rates for water, 
light and power services and for freight and passenger trans- 
portation. The authorised rates are those effective on 10th July. 
None may be increased before the end of the war unless future 
conditions warrant an earlier change. The prohibition of 
exports previously applicable to beef and beef cattle was ex- 
tended to cover hogs and sheep and all varieties of meat and 
meat products other than supplies that may be sent to a member 
of the United Nations under specific authorisation. 

Cuba’s livestock business was expanded during the war years 
preceding 1942, when maladjustments in marketing induced 
the embargo on beef exports to assure adequate supplies of meat 
for domestic consumption. The Island, formerly requiring 
substantial imports of beef and cattle, had become an exporting 
country. The last census of livestock recorded 5,334,813 head 
of cattle at the end of 1940 and it is believed that the number 
now is considerably greater. More than 176,000 cattle raisers 
were reported in 1940, Some operating large ranches. Approxi- 
mately 90 per cent. of the meat consumed in Cuba is beef, the 
remainder consisting principally of pork and mutton. Fresh 
beef was not exported from Cuba before 1936. Shipments of 
chilled and frozen beef increased rapidly thereafter, reaching a 
peak of 43 million lbs. in 1941. At the end of the first quarter 
of 1942, a ban on exports of the commodity was imposed because 
slaughter houses had concentrated their activity in developing 
the lucrative foreign business, while the less profitable domestic 
market received an insufficient share of the products. To 
enforce orderly marketing, to assure a regular sufficient flow of 
beef to Havana and to counteract effects of recent droughts, 
numerous new controls of the meat industry have recently been 
established. The required registration of establishments en- 
gaged in the preparation and distribution of meat, provide 
subsidies for cattle delivered at Havana, restrict the uses of cattle 
and assign production quotas to individual slaughterers. While 
the primary objective of Government policy in this field is an 
adequate supply of meat at low costs, some revision of regula- 
tions is sought, in the hope that a resumption of exports on a 
reasonable scale may not be unduly deferred. 


Mexico 
CROP CONDITIONS 


Although agricultural and pastoral conditions have been 
widely affected by drought this year, favourable crop yields in 
important producing areas are reported. The wheat harvest, 
estimated at 11,023,000 bushels is 30 per cent. below the un- 
usually large production in 1942, the drop. reflecting especially 
a sharp reduction in acreage to the smallest area cultivated since 
1937. The indicated cotton crop differs little from the harvest of 
410,000 bales last year. The yield of tobacco unofficially esti- 
mated at 31 million lbs. is somewhat greater than the production 
in 1942. 


Peru 
COTTON EXPORTS, 1942-43 


During the complete twelve months (August to Jyly) of the 
1942-43 season, exports of cotton from Peru aggregated 142,238 
bales of 478 Ib. net, as compared with 222,207 bales in the 
1941-42 season, there having been no shipments to Japan this 
season whereas the figure in 1941-42 was 60,071 bales ; exports 
to the United States have also been much lower. The principal 
destinations for Peruvian cotton during the 1942-43 crop-year, 
with the comparable figures for the 1941-42 season given in 
parentheses, were as follows: Great Britain, 46,366 bales 
(39,603) ; Chile, 38,963 (32,051); Colombia, 23,821 (23,199) ; 
Cuba, 8,071 (nil); Bolivia, 6,512 (8,429); Argentina, 5,689 
(5,904); Sweden, 3,442 (2,694); the United States, 3,292 
(33,972) ; Ecuador, 3,150 (1,715) ; Mexico, 2,198 (nil) ; Uruguay, 
649 (346) ; Panama, 61 (652) and Brazil, 24 (nil). 


DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE 


The Bank of London and South America Ltd. in London has 
published particulars of the main distribution of Peru’s foreign 
trade during the first six months of 1943, with the comparative 
figures for 1942 as under :— 
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aa | 
Imports Exports 
Country ; - 

1943 | 1942 | 1943 | 1942 

Thou.| soles Thoa.| soles 
United States 101,787 | 95,793 | 103,936 | 112,537 
Argentina 25,700 | 12,747 2,980 | 2,199 
Brazil 16,544 3.558 4,303 445 
Chile Ji 8,968 6,631 | 45,685 | 62,594 
United Kingdom ‘6 8,623 8,615 | 15,226 9,995 
British India... ... | 7,868 | 12,232 — —— 
Australia... ‘ | 5,344 6,375 5,072 4,121 
Ecuador ... 3,967 297 — — 
Canada 3,404 | 5,124 —- — 
Switzerland 2,430 2,021 _— — 
Bolivia — — 7,380 | 13,368 
Uruguay -- — 6,402 1,802 
New Zealand —- —_ 5,210 | 16,173 
Canal Zone — — 4,248 — 
Colombia — —- 3,802 5,930 
Cuba — | -- 1,926 719 

Sweden 


CROP PROSPECTS 

Harvest prospects for different farm products grown in 
Sweden indicate that the yield will be rather inferior to that of 
last year. The area on which grain for baking is grown is only 
489,000 hectares as compared with 528,000 hectares in 1942, 
a decrease of 7-4 per cent. The decrease is in autumn crops, 
the area of which was reduced by 10,300 hectares for autumn 
wheat and 28,500 hectares for autumn rye, owing to bad weather 
conditions last autumn. The area under spring crops is about 
115,000 hectares, the same as that for last year. A decrease is 
shown for fodder crops, but peas, which are an important food- 
stuff in Sweden, show an advance of 14 per cent. and for potatoes 
a small increase of 3,700 hectares to 145,800 hectares. Certain 
crops from which oils and spinning materials are made, hemp, 
flax, poppy, etc., show increased areas, from 15,300 hectares to 
37,900 hectares. Cattle fodder also shows an increase, of 
25,000 hectares to 312,000 hectares, and table vegetables now 
cover an area of 11,200 hectares. 

When the figures for the reduced areas are combined with the 
harvest prospects it is found that there will be a considerable 
decrease in the yield this year, except for autumn wheat, which in 
spite of its reduced area is expected to yield about 55,000 tons 
(19 per cent.) more than last year. Spring wheat shows a reduc- 
tion of about 37,000 tons (18 per cent.) and for autumn rye as 
much as 103,000 tons (21 per cent.). In all, the yield of grain 
for baking will be 917,000 tons, a reduction in comparison with 
last year of 88,000 tons (8-7 per cent.). 


United Siates of America 


THE FOOD OUTLOOK 

The food production in the United States this year will be 
5 per cent. larger than in 1942 and 32 per cent. above the 1935-39 
average, according to the latest estimate of the Department of 
Agriculture, based on further improvement during August in 
prospects for food and feed crops. Despite this improve- 
ment, the production of food crops is expected to be 9 per cent. 
smaller than last year. The prospective decline is more than 
offset, however, by the likelihood of a 10 per cent. increase in 
livestock production, due mainly to a rise in the output of pork 
that is estimated at 20 to 25 per cent. The output of dairy 
products is expected to be about as large as last year. 
# Translatétng the production figures into terms of civilian food 
supply, the Department of Agriculture estimate that the amount 
available per capita will be only slightly larger than the average 
for 1935-39. About one-fourth of the total output will go to 
supply war requirements, including the needs of the armed 
forces and lend-lease shipments to the Allies. 
‘= In view of the large crop of pig raised in the spring of this year 
and the prospective tight food situation, production of pork is 
expected to be unusually heavy in the latter part of the year ; 
and it is believed that cattle slaughter may increase substantially 
for the same reason. This situation, however, has decidedly 
unfavourable implications for the future, according to trade 
authorities. The Livestock and Meat Council believes that a 
serious shortage of beef, threatening vital supplies to the armed 
forces as well as domestic consumers is in the making. Recent 
shipments of feeder cattle into the eight corn States are esti- 
mated to have been 10 per cent. smaller than a year ago. “‘ We 
now are entering the season when usually there are larger feeder 
shipments,” according to the Council, “and unless the number 
placed on feed during the next few months is substantially above 
normal there will be a serious shortage of finished cattle in the 
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spring of 1944. The decrease in feeder shipments has resulted 
from unsatisfactory cattle feeding returns and uncertainty as 
to Government price regulations and feed supplies this fall and 
winter.” 





Statutory Notice 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 OF THE ACTS 

. Licences of Right 

The following Patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right ” on 
Ist November 1948 : 








No. 
of Grantee Subject Matter 
Patent 
524054 | Geutzel, P. H. ... | Valve mechanism, 
533829 | English Electric Co. | Dynamo electric machines. 
Ltd. 
550300 | Aktiebolaget, B. A., | Cleaning devices for burner 
Hjorth & Co. nozzles. 











The Patent Office. M. F. LinDLey, 


Comptroller-General. 





Publications Received 


The Guaranty Survey, Vol. XXIII, Nos. 5 and 6, 31st August and 
28th September 1943. Published monthly by Guaranty Trust 
Company of New York. 


Fortnightly Review of Business and Economic Conditions in 
South and Central America, Portugal, etc., Vol. 8, No. 185, 30th 
October 1943. Published by the Bank of London and South 
America Ltd., 6, 7 and 8 Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C.2. 


Economic and Statistical Bulletin of Southern Rhodesia, Vol. XI, 
No. 12, issued by the Department of Statistics, Salisbury. 


Fortnightly Review of Business and Economic Conditions in 
South and Central America, Portugal, etc., Vol. 8, No. 184, 16th 
October 1943. Published by the Bank of London and South 
America Ltd., 6, 7 and 8 Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C.2. 


The Monthly Bulletin of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Brazil (Inc.), Rio de Janeiro, Vol. XXV, No. 286, July 1943. 


Bank of England Statistical Summary, September 1943. 


Monthly Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce in the 
Argentine Republic, Vol. XXIII, No. 10, 31st July 1943. 


Food Trade Review, Vol. XIII, No. 10, October 1943. Pub- 
lished by Attwood & Co. Ltd., 3 Westgate Road, Beckenham, 
Kent. By subscription, 10s. per year, post free ; in Canada and 
the United States, 2-25 dollars. 


Monthly Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce in the 
Argentine Republic, Vol. XXIII, No. 11, 31st August 1943. 


The Commerce Journal—the official organ of the Auckland 
(N.Z.) Chamber of Commerce (Inc.). 





EprroriaL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 8.W.1 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 


ApVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9, Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 


The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
therein have received official approval. 
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